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MAGNIFICENT

NEW THEATRE FOR STREATHAM

AMBITIOUS £100,000
PROJECT.

Part of a £300,000 Development

‘ Scheme.

VELL-KNOWN DIRECTORS.

OTHER step forward in the great developuiest scheme now in
progress et Streatham Hill will be made on September 6, when

sindation stone of Streatham Hill Playhouse, which is part of the
ne, will be lnid by Miss Evelyn Laye, the famous musical comedy |
: {

o
L300,000 is the tota! cost ol the project,
snderful changes in Streatham Hill. O thi
« heing spent on the theatr
omfort and character of shov. almest any in the West End.
What is probably most signi

which will pring about

figures well-known in the theatrical and business world.
Sir Nigel Playiuir, lessee and manager of the Lyric Theatre, Ham-
¢smith, will be managing director, and Mr. F. Bertram Galer, M.A.,
representative for Streatham on the London County Council, will
one of the directors.
Mr. H. 8. Kingdon, to whose inttustive the Streatham Hill develop-
nt is due, will also be a director.
Ihe booking management will be in the hands of Moss Empires,
(I and this company will nominate a fourth director, whose practical
jerience will give additional strength to the Board.
Already ten shops, a restaurant, and a number of flats have been
¢ and, in addition to the theatre, there are also to be built—a super
( nema under the Gaumont British Control, a 40,000 Palais de
1d another block of Flats, Shops and Showrooms.
The scheme also includes the provision of a hig garage and the
¢ of two new roads, which arc now nearing completion.
Strcatham Hill is obviously destined to become the amusement
i1 of South London, drawing on a population of more than two

oms

FINE TRANSPORT SERVICE.

. : ;
Theatre’'s Wonderful Advantages of Size
and Site.
wany years tham and the nelghbourhood, with its teeming
on, has felt the need of a first class place of amusement. Hithertar a
1 theatrs has always necessilated a journey outside the district
h the bullding of the mew theatre at tae very centre ©of a circle
\nich & wonderful transport service radiates, s journey to the West-End
o obviated. No finer sits could have been selected for a theatre than that
Dy the promoters.
y u step from Streatiam Hil (Soutbera Raliway) Station, the theatre will
ed by the electrified section of the rallway. on the west from Balham
1ing with the Morden Tube). Wandsworth Common and Clapham Junction,
| the east from West Norwood, Gipsy Hil. Crystal Palace Croydon and
with @ second easterly route connecting Tulse HiL North Dulwich. East
n and Peckham Rye. March next the Southern Rallway is also
sung up jts Kent lines with Streatham Hill Station giving direct services
sckenham Bromiey wrm Orpligton.

The theatre, situated as 1t will be on the main rosd from London Lo Croydon,
,plendidly served from north and south by motor omnibva and London County
suncll tramway services. o)

t may be safely stuted that within 2} miles of the new edtre Lhere are
Jore potential theatre-goers (han in any similar area In Great Britaln.

BIG CAPACITY.

Designed by the well-known theatre architects, Messrs Sprague and Barion,
1 Haymarket, who have supervised the building of some of the most modern
d palatial London theatres Streatham's theatre which 1s to be called " The
reathami-hill Playhous= " will have a capacity of mare than 3.500—2600 seating

1,000 stacding. The managernent claim that the money capacity of the house
up balcony seats to 7s 64. for stalls will

s authoritatively ctated thas the policy of the Company will be to present

_End successes on the termination of their town runs with thelr full
“End compantes, leading opera companies, a season of Glibert and Sullivan
\» and » Christmas senson of pantomime The Company does not intend
peculate in producing plays, and by presenting only proved successes it is
rd 1o elimiriate the element of financial risk
T'ne soundness of the scheme is shown In the following words of the architects
he directors of the Company:—

In designing the theatre wo have had the benefit of a clear site of ample
jons, and the result s reflected JA the plans. which indicate that your
+ will afford quite exceptional faciiities to both the public ana performers.
! the large seating accommoaation should enable your Company to derive
{ullest possible beneSt from the very favourable position the site occuples

stion to the population which 1t is designed to serve.’
will be readily seen that the following prophecy made & few months ago

Streatham News " Is to be justified:—

Streatham Hill will be entirely transformed. 1t is by far the biggest change

{ London will have witaessed since tho war ended, and it will add Immensely
+ impresaiveriess of Streatnam. All that is Bs {ar as apRearance,

doubt that & Lheatre,

enjoyment

Coming to the practical side of the scheme, nobody can

<nnps and business bulldings will add considerably to the comfort,

welfare of the of It s an o]
erves success.”

LATEST DESIGN.

As 10 the theatre itself, 1t will have two tiers above the pit, fitted with the
st Up-up sests

A fine lounge 1s to be provided at the cnirance 10 the theatre. measuring
out 66t by 2811

Another feature of the theatre wiil be the blg crush hall. This will have &
elght of 23(s., measuring some ©0ft. by 28, The hail i planned to have wide
*n balustrading with two principal staircases running to the left snd right.
the private bozes, of which there will be

The whole of the bullding, which will hate a main frontage of 90fl., is of
Hireprool construetion. It is being bullt upon a steel framework, with brick we
And eonerete

The heating and ventliating systems of Lhe theatrs the well-known
pienum system, while special flood lighting is being installed to the front of the
house.

It is hoped 1o be aole o open the theatre, which is being built by the
Pitcher Construction Co, Ltd, of Ashburton Grove, N. on March 18 next.

huge sum, over £100,00¢ !
+ theatre which will cqual in eapacity. |

ficant to South London people is the
¢t that this ambitious scheme is sponsorcd by local men, and backed |

been-a series of triumphs. He first
produced there Mr. A. A. Milne's

water’s ** Abraham
ran for twelve months, an extra-
ordinary run for a play at a subur-

STREATHAM HILL PLAYHOUSE

THE ARCHITECT'S SKETCH OF THE NEW THEATRE

| CHARMING,

MISS EVELYN LAYE

Will Perform Foundation Stone
Laying Ceremony

TALENTED

P oo

MISS EVELYN LAYE, onc o

foundation stone-layi

{ the most charming and talented

“stars” on the British musical comedy stage, will perform the
h on

ham Hill

y of the

Thursday, Scpl:mbcrng.
Interest is added to the event by

of the English Martyrs, Streatham.

Their marriage, which was one of the
events of 1928, was the sequel Lo & five
years' secrei engagement. Mr. Hal
would not marry upill he had won a
name on the stage

Evelyn Laye,
) with
"Blue Eyes” ut Dalys,
London on July 10. 1900.
her first appearance on the stage at the
Theatre Royal. Brighton. In August,
1915, ns Nang-Ping in “ Mr. Wu." imme-
diately after leaving school: in 1916 sbe
played Pyrr = Cesar.* and
toured for some time—for £2 a week.

At that time she was glad to get 10s,

who 1s at

SIR N. PLAYFAIR.

HIS WORK FOR THE
ENGLISH STAGE.
A GREAT ARTIST.

Sir Nigel Playfair, who will be
the managing director of the Streat-
ham Hill Playhouse, has done won-
derful work for British stage art,
and it was only last June that, in
recognition of his great services to
the stage, the honour of knight-
hood was conferred on him.

Sir Nigel, educated at Harrow
and Oxford, commenced his career
as a barrister. His carly dramatic
experience was gained at Oxford,
where he was an active member of
the Oxford University Dramatic
Socicty.
His first professional engage-
ment was at the Garrick Theatre,
in 1902. Subsequently he ap-
red umdet the managéinent of
ir Frank Benson, Sir Herbert Beer-
bohm Tree, Sir George Alexander,
Mr. Arthur Bourchier, Mr. Gran-
ville Barker, and most of the lead-
ing London managers.

His management at the Lyric
Theatre, Hammersmith, which com-
menced in December, 1918, has

Photo| | Bassano

** Make Believe,” then John Drink-
Lincoln,” which

hich was afterwards

A NEW CLUB.
£8,000 PROJECT
BOWLS AND TENNI

ments now in

which will © a8 welcome ad

et
tennis courts

£8,000,

will be aguipped with
modern, A

convenience and decorated

room for four talles, eard rooms, readi
room and Jounge,
usual amenities to_clulb

t is understood that

d Club, one of the best known.
in_Bouth London.

MISS 'E

N -LAYE
——

INCLUDES

An attractive foature of the develop-

rogress at Streatham Hill

will be the provision of & fine club-house,
hom

full sized bowling green und three har

The club-house, which will cost alout
avery

tasteful style and will contain & billiards
us well us the other
hera is every
possibility of the premises becoming the
La-d?u.\nlm of the Strestham Comstita-
ional clubs

4 day in “ crowds.”

Later ahe figurcd in pantomime, and
ppeared in London at the London
From that
rom wuccess to

MR. F. B. GALER.

PROMINENT  STREAT- | popuincits probaniy titherio. vaeaualicd
HAM MAN AS DIRECTOR

on the British musical comedy stage.
BUSINESS ABILITY

Wonderfully versatile. as the [oliow-
ing list shows, Miss Laye

hits 1n “ The Beauty Spot.” ” Going
m Kin  Call”

a
d

One of Streatham’s most promi~
ment public men, Mr. F. Bertram
Galer, M.A. F. J.P., of ** Wor-
comer,” Garrads-road, Streatham,
has accepted & seat on the board of
directors.

Mr. Galer hias had a very suceess-
ful business carecr, and held many
imy t positions in the insurance
world, such as assistant sccretary

of
Phi” and “The Dollar Princess.”
Miss Laye, however. established her
reputation in the early twenties. when
< * in *The Merry Widow.
the tidle of - Madame Pompador
# Prine and in
Mayfair*  she galned
encomiums of praise from the critics.
These shows oy no mesns complete
Miss Laye's list of engagemen

in

n,

in|sald Miss Laye.

the fact that Miss Laye is the wife

of Mr. Sonnie Hale, the clever comedian, who is a member of a famous
theatrical family which for many years regularly attended the Church

further proof of her talent and versa-
tuty. 1t may De stated that
remarkably well on the shadow
screen.  Her firat appearance as & clnema
actress was in November last year in
“The Luck of the Navy"

When Miss Laye made her brilllant
success in “ Madame Pompadour” she
Press representative: I am glad
& success in the part. but it 1s
only a small success compared Lo my
great ambitlon. 1 want to be the
greatest musical comedy actress in the
world—not merely in England—but 1
shall take years to do 1t

“1 do not believe.” she said. “that
dancing is the only recreation possible
0 an aciress. A few hours in the fresh
air nse all one requires to keep fit, and
they are easily obtained.”

Miss Laye confessed that she ran away

twenty-five shillings & week 1 have
done everything. «iii to balng hungrs
I have walked on, been i
the chorus, and appesred in s crowd cu
the cinema.’

of Mme, de Pompadour
revesled o her the romance of histori
*Untli I knew I was to piay the pay
“the only date in his-

| souveniss Mme. de Por
have saturated myself In her atmos-
phere.”

to the Norwich Union Insurance
Compsny and gencral manager of
the F:;Ic

Photo| )
One of Britain's most
comedy

(Continued P
formances.

His other productions at
smith  include “As You
St. Ervine's “ John
Wey of the World"

part of Tony Lumpkin came to

In Dhis every scene he caused rosrs
Iasughter. ext
Juvenile, and giving just the
of boobyism and + made

cunning, b
part stand out with brilllant
scting honours

carried off the

(Continued in Next Columa).

evening.”

Press Agency
brilliant musical

from previous column
wis Dlayed for 1.463 consecutive per-

Hammer-
Like It"
" "'The

Pe
*The Duenna,”
“ Lionel and

famous, and has remained s0 to this u:
yraordinari]
right biend
the
effect and
of the

Company.
He has been a member of the
ﬁi@me oll' Amm-ria‘;i‘n;cnlm.
is 8 valuér w endly |
Societies” A :.t.n underwriter of
Lloyds, and a director of Galer,
Kroller snd - Co., Ltd., Lloyds'
brol

WHY STREATHAM HILL STATION
SHOULD-BE RE-BUILT.

Streatham Hill (B.R.) Station, which
is not ashamed to thrust its drabness many
feet boyond the present building line, has
its ugliness dragged further into the lime-
light by the scheme of developments on
its own doorstep.

The station has long been an eyesore
and the new developments give added
weight tv the ne'ﬂ.llhm for ita re-boilding
and setting back.

It would appear that the Southern Rail.
way would not be sverse to rebui
it ﬂnz'nn given reasonable co
tion i

jte his busy . lifc  in_the
business world, Mr. Galer continues
to find time for many public duties.
He takes the keenest interest in
municipal affairs and other local
activitics.

pes

m
moving. back to a builling

some 20 feet behind tlieir present entrance.

This woald bring the station into line

with the fine shops on ita either side.
The cost of rebuilding on a new building
line would, of course, be greater than
building on the present site, while under
the n--vu h. ':W o ‘:u front-
woul ot U the regulation
:-Tich enforces w 20 l:‘t radius at each
cotnee of the building, owing (o the
station being fanked by Sternkiold-avenue
and Drewstead.road.

Until Streatham Rl Station is rebail
and the pavement set back, the proposal
to set back the pavement om the west
side of Streatham Hill between Sternhold-
avenue and Telford-avenue and thus widen

pa t and entrance to the station ju!
m out. 'mulhlh roadway would
increase the danger arising out
He has been a n:ﬂmb:r of the mlmgr‘d:u;hmwhkhunm#nﬂx
London County Council since 1921, | slready been di in
“dxn-ci nz the Finance and I;I“'I case, the suthorities will ulti-
mately -Incu e

Highways Committees. He repre-
s I:h th!'[..c.c‘ on the Londen and
Home Counties “Joint - Electrieity
e | Authority.

It is natural to assume that a man
with such wide business experience,

station.
All the arguments appear to be in
tavour of bringing the station into line

MORE HOUSES.
NUCH ACTIVITY ATSTREATHAM
CHILL

A big contribution towards saisfying
the housing needs of Streathan is likely
to be made within the next few months
in the Streatham Hill district

Wo understand that contracts have been
entered into for several housing schemes
in the neighbourhood,

One of thess schemes is. for the Luilding
of thirty houses on the land frosting the
new: roads now under construction. which
form second links between Streatham Hill
and- Telford-avenue and Sternhold.avenne

i Work will commence almort

immediately

Another scheme is for the developine,
of the area beiween Drowstead.toad and
Mount Epbraim.road. The new roads o
thia welale aie nesring cdenpletion, arwl
the bailders will be there in & few weeks

Two housing schemes in the Leigham
Court-road district are almost comp!
and mean the addition of 200 dwellings
for Streatham house-hunters.

BOWLS FOR WOMEN—AND
4 COSTUME.

Will bowls for women—humorousty
suggested In the - Streatham News "
recently—become an. accomplished fact
ms part of the development scheme at
Streatham HiLY
It seems more than likely. for a
serlous proposal has been made that a
wreen should be lald down for wemen
on some available land at Streatham
N
In enterprising antcipation of the
.

iy :
and such a sound -public record, :':lml o
would only associate himself with |3t e sateree oyt s rog
an_enterprise which contained the '.:ﬂ"" i~ pen Iy g .ot
elements of success. public safety.

Dugart, the well-known costumier and
ladies’ outfitier, has designed a costume
for bowling ladies, and is now exhibiting
it in her windows at Streatham HUl




