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Marina Ahmad AM

London Assembly Member for Lambeth and Southwark

Justine Simons
Deputy Mayor for Culture
BY EMAIL

DATE: 25/06/2026
Dear Justine,

RE: Request to visit Streatham Hill Theatre
I am writing to invite you to join me on a visit to Streatham Hill Theatre.

You may be aware of the threat being posed to the theatre, whereby its
current owner, Ruach City Church, is seeking to permanently convert the
historic building from a theatre into a place of worship. This would prevent
its restoration and use as a large-scale commercial theatre, despite there
being a well-funded professional operator ready to renovate and run it for
community and cultural benefit.

Additionally, changes already made to the building—such as alterations to
the stage and auditorium—are reducing its suitability for theatre use. A
planning application to formalise the change of use is currently under
consideration, despite conflicting with local policies that protect cultural
venues.

There is also a time-sensitive issue involving a gambling business operating
in part of the building. Machine Slot gambling can have a destructive impact
on gamblers’ welfare and financial health, as well as impact those closest
to them. Many in the local community are strongly against their presence,
and would welcome their removal.

While the owners have an opportunity to remove it, failure to act could
prolong fragmented use of the site and complicate efforts to restore the
theatre as a unified cultural venue.

Overall, without intervention and agreement between stakeholders, the
theatre risks being permanently lost as a major cultural and community
asset.

There is an active cross-party campaign locally to save the theatre,
supported by the local MP, many councillors and myself. Given your
responsibilities for culture at risk, I feel your intervention would be
extremely helpful in our efforts to preserve the theatre for the arts.
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I am aware that initial discussions are ongoing with the GLA, however this
matter is now urgent and action needs to be stepped up.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your
response.

Yours sincerely,

Marina Ahmad AM
London Assembly Member for Lambeth and Southwark

Email: Marina.ahmad@london.gov.uk
Address: City Hall, Kamal Chunchie Way, London, E16 1ZE



